*    TOPICAL EVENTS  OF THE  YEAR    *

THE MORNING  OF THE  EXECUTION

'At 12 o'clock on Monday night there were about 1000
persons, evidently belonging to the lowest classes of the
community, assembled in groups in different parts of the
Old Bailey, but principally before the debtors' door of
Newgate, and there was no perceptible increase to their
number till about 5 o'clock, when stragglers kept arriv-
ing from different parts of the metropolis. Shortly after
that hour, and just as the morning was beginning to
dawn, a body of pickpockets made a rush into the public-
houses and coffee-shops, which were then open, and
were not expelled without considerable difficulty by the
inmates. Few of the city police were then on the ground;
but those who were behaved with great courage and for-
bearance. From this time all was bustle and confusion,
and, till the crowd became too dense to admit of a free
passage up and down, a sort of fair was held in the area
in front of Newgate. Piemen were marching up and
down the vacant space, selling "penny sandwiches" and
"Greenacre tarts", to those who had stomachs to digest
and money to pay for such dainties, whilst one or two
itinerant ballad-mongers were hawking about pictures
of Greenacre and his wretched paramour, and were
seeking dupes to purchase a life and confession which
they pretended he had made. At 4 o'clock the debtors'
door of Newgate, before which the executions take place,
was opened, and the workmen emerged from its dark
mouth and commenced the erection of the scaffold.

'Shortly afterwards the platform was wheeled out of
the yard of the prison to the front of the debtors' door
and the sight of this instrument of punishment was
hailed with three deafening cheers by the assembled
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